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Tao Xingzhi’s Concept of “Teaching Students According to Their
Aptitude”: A Normative Principle for Optimizing Homework Evaluation in

Moral and Law in Lower Secondary Schools

AN Baoguo, LIU Zixiao
(School of Marxism, Wenzhou University, Wenzhou 325035, Zhejiang)

Abstract: Within the framework of life education, Tao Xingzhi reinterpreted “teaching students according
to their aptitude”. He not only acknowledged student differences and emphasized teaching according to needs,
timing, and disposition, but also took civic cultivation as the purpose of his educational practice, advocating
that student differences be understood from the perspective of the public nature of social life. This concept is
inherently consistent with the competency-oriented reform of homework evaluation in Moral and Law of Lower

Secondary Schools. Specifically, Tao Xingzhi’s understanding not only aligns with the educational orientation
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of homework evaluation, but also supports its response to students’ differentiated developmental needs and
prevents evaluation from sliding toward “individualism” and utilitarian orientations. Accordingly, under the
guidance of Tao Xingzhi’s understanding, homework evaluation should take homework tasks in real-life
contexts as the carrier, extract process and product evidence during task completion, set tiered homework and
flexible evaluation criteria to respond to student differences, and improve the pertinence and explanatory power
of evaluation through growth portfolios and multi-stakeholder collaborative evaluation, so as to better serve the
key course positioning in implementing the fundamental task of fostering virtue through education.

Keywords : Tao Xingzhi; teaching students according to their aptitude; Moral and Law of Lower

Secondary Schools; competency-oriented; homework evaluation
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