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Between Power and Responsibility: The Domain of Responsibility for the

“Al Intelligent Teacher” in the “Three-Teacher Classroom”

ZHOU Na, LIU Yuan
(School of Education Science, Xinyang Normal University, Xinyang, He’nan 464000)

Abstract: In the “Three-Teacher Classroom,” Al is conferred the title of “Al Intelligent Teacher” and
vested with the power to intervene in the instructional process. However, the ascription of its responsibility
remains heavily contingent upon external human mediation, thereby engendering a structural decoupling
between power and responsibility. Determining an appropriate domain of responsibility for the AI Intelligent
Teacher amid this decoupling thus emerges as a foundational question that demands urgent conceptual
clarification. Drawing on the responsibility theory of legal philosophy, this study disaggregates responsibility
into two modalities: answerability (obligation to account) and liability (bearing of consequences). It then

constructs a tripartite analytical framework—agency, relationality, and functionality—to examine, in a graduated
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manner, the attribution of responsibility for the AI Intelligent Teacher. The study contends that, under extant
technological conditions and ethical premises, the Al Intelligent Teacher can only assume answerability; it is
incapable of bearing liability. Its form of responsibility constitutes a “delimited responsibility” commensurate
with its auxiliary pedagogical function. The delineation of this delimited responsibility not only furnishes an
ethical anchor for bridging the power-responsibility gap but also provides a defensible normative foundation for
the appellation of “teacher.” As technological systems are increasingly entrusted with roles that approximate
those of human educators, the discourse on their responsibility must return to the intrinsic structure of the
concept of responsibility, so that power and responsibility may each be restored to their proper place.
Keywords : Three-Teacher Classroom; Al Intelligent Teacher; Educational Responsibility; Power-

Responsibility Symmetry; Human-AI Collaboration
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