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from the Perspective of Heterogeneous Aesthetics
ZHU Hua
(1. International Association for the Study of Real-World Assets,Hong Kong 99907)

[Abstract] When the aesthetic subject expands to algorithmic intelligence, the source and essence of
its aesthetic appeal become the core issue. Traditional aesthetics, which is centered on human
emotional experience, is unable to explain the self-contained formal preferences in algorithmic
creations. This article, based on the heterogeneous aesthetics framework, constructs algorithmic
aesthetics and proposes that algorithmic beauty is an aesthetic form with independent value, rather
than a simulation of human aesthetics. The article builds a three-element model of algorithmic beauty,
pointing out that it is rooted in human experience, data statistics, and algorithm structure; it extracts
five generation principles and establishes an algorithmic generation process of beauty. Taking the
"Super Sensory Nature" and "Virtual Existence" series of works as examples, it confirms that
algorithms possess unique aesthetic values that are difficult to be replaced by humans in the cognitive
dimension. The research shifts aesthetics from reflecting the world in the human mind to the complex
issue of recursive construction of meaning by multiple intelligent systems, providing theoretical

support for algorithmic art criticism.
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